MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

al-Thakaf I1 who undertook to- avenge the death of al-
Husain ibn-'Ali ibn-abi-Talib. He killed most of those who
had killed al-Husain at Karbila'. He was al-Mukhtar, but
he was called Kaisan. It is reported that he took his opin-
ions from a freedman who> belonged to> 'All, whose name
was Kaisan.2 The Kaisaniyah split up into sects, to which
two opinions are common; one of them is the Imamate of
Muhammad ibn-al-Hanafiyah, whom al-Mukhtar ibn-abi-
'Ubaid was accustomed to champion. The second [upon
which they agreed] was that Allah might have had a be-
ginning. Because of this heresy everyone who does not
accept this doctrine about Allah, accuses them of being un-
orthodox. These Kaisaniyah split over the Imamate of
Muhammad ibn-al-Hanafiyah. Some of them claimed that
he became Imam after his father 'All ibn-abi-Talib, prov-
ing this by the fact that 'All, at the battle of the Camels,
gave over the banner to him,1 and said: "[Carrying this,
attack] as thy father would attack, then thou wilt be praised.
There is no good in war which does not rage/' Others
held that the Imamate after 'All went to his so-n al-Hasan,
then to al-Husain, after al-Hasan, and then passed over to
Muhammad ibn-al-Hanaf lyah after his brother al-Husain,
by the last will of his brother al-Husain, at the time when
he fled from al-Madmah to Mecca, when his allegiance was
sought for Yazid ibn-Mu'awiyah. This resulted in the
splitting off of those who hold to the Imamate of Muham-
mad ibn-al-Hanafiyah. Some of those who* are called al-
Karibiyah are followers of abu-Karib al-Darir and claim
that Muhammad ibn-al-Hanaf lyah is living and did not die,
that he is in Mt. Radwa, and near him is a fount of water

1J. A. O, S., vol. xxix, p. 33. Shahrastanl gives two sects,
Kaisaniyah and Mukhtarlyah. This sect is sometimes even classed
under the Imamiyah. Cf. Ibn-Hazm's division.

2 Ibn-Khallikan, De Slane, vol. ii, p. 577.